
November 25, 2008

Dear Gentlemen of the 94th Infantry Division:

I, as representative of the Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library at the University of Georgia, have been 
working with David Mitchell, president of M.H. Mitchell, Inc., for over a year now.  Since first meeting in 
December of 2007, we have worked together to build the collection of papers and other materials relating to the 
94th Infantry Division into one in which every one of you can feel pride.  Our goal is to make this collection the 
equal of any in the country.  We need your help to succeed.  

The Special Collections Library – now Hargrett Library – has existed at the University of Georgia since the 
1930s.  In that time, we have built a library of over three thousand manuscript collections holding some six 
million individual items, as well as over three hundred and fifty thousand books.  Included in the manuscript 
collections are letters, diaries, orders, instructions, photographs, ledgers, movie scripts, scrapbooks, hand drawn 
maps-- in short, anything that was created by human hands.

These materials are housed in a building with tight environmental controls and encased in acid-free folders 
and boxes to ensure their survival as long as the paper survives.  Any materials donated to the collection of 
94th Division materials will be similarly housed and controlled.  

Materials in the Hargrett Library may be used only under the supervision of trained staff to ensure that they are 
not mishandled by persons who do not understand the rarity of such materials.  These items may not be checked 
out at any time, and when they are not actively being used by a researcher, they are stored safely.  

Researchers at the Hargrett Library include historians, students, documentary film makers and others who are 
serious about history.  As a state institution, we cannot exclude potential researchers; thus, we impose tight 
controls on their access to the materials and their behavior with the materials, and, as I noted, they are watched 
as they use research materials.  

As with other research materials, we would expect that the 94th Division materials will be used by researchers 
such as those listed above and the end result of this research will be papers in school, theses and dissertations, 
published articles and books and possibly documentary films.  Scholars will better understand the Second World 
War because of these materials.

As I said above, we cannot do this without your assistance.  Only you have the papers and photographs that 
will build the collection we have started into a research center for the Second World War.  Please do not let 
your efforts and sacrifices and the supreme sacrifices of many of your colleagues fade into dim memory.  

Sincerely,

Chuck Barber
Head, Manuscripts
Assistant Head,
Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library
University of Georgia Libraries


