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2 ’u:he - _ -
il Glemvﬂ}e He was the uncle ‘of Henrg

pour County there stood before the Civil
‘War .a huge’ ches_sinut tree which the old
folks spok& of as “Lore’s Chestnut Tree.”

Lore’s Chestnut Tree was a famous land-
mark.

the persistent tradition that it never again

bore a chestnut after being used as a gallows.

The story begins some months before the

Iynching of Lore when Henry Blake, a youth

not yet 19 years of age, set out on horseback
from Glennw]le Ala;, to return to his home -
in the ‘state ‘of Mms:smppi Blake . had been

~ born in Glennville and carried by his parents

- 'to Mississippi years befﬁre ‘when they, migrat-
. ed to that state. Hé had returned tﬂ v151t
S -relatwes id Glemnville, « . ~70 0

L e &

SGME B&YS 3fter Blake's de;aarture from
Glennville the dead body of a white man
~ was found by a Negro woman a short distance
from the road leading from Glennville to Old
~ Spring Hill! The body was lying at the edge
- of a pit or sink formed by the uprooting
~of a large .oak free. It was half-submerged
in water. . -

The woman, ‘a slav& reparted the find to

"her master 'wha came ‘to the scene. He found

& capy of :a newspaper, The Columbus Enquir-

“er, lymg near the bﬁdy aﬂd the ﬁams of «
s ..= J i -:- e
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Blake, and it was from his home that Blake

" had departed the morning of Feb. 9. The .
newspaper. had, been used {o wrap a lunch

which had b&en pr e;}ared for bim.

k. It owed its name and fame to the
fact ihal a man named George W. Lore had
been hanged from one of its limbs and to ;
_convinced that ‘Lore had murdered Blake. He

abolitionists whn sent ‘him into the county

to help slaves escape from their masters.
There. were whxspers that he was meddling

n‘s'rfs 'SKETCH OF OLD RUSSELL COUNTY MNCMG
T Franco Bemets Ches‘tmztnTme Hangmg af Gearga Lore *
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state arzd that héﬁzwas the tool ef N’nrthem |

with the slaves to encourage thém tfo rise

_' 'agamst than:' ‘white owners.

R B B ’
THE PEGPLE of the -ecommunity became

was arrested by a posse and held in an im |

prwlsed jail at Glennville to await the sherifi
‘of Barbour. County to be carried to iail at
- Clayton. A-mob was formed to lynch him, f
‘but M. M. Glenn and Professor Taylor, 3 -

teacher in the Glennvﬂle Academy, appea]ed
tﬁ the angry men and prevented ‘the deed

LEI‘E was indicted tor murder by the granc‘
Jury of the next circuit court which mef ai

(P]ease See 'LEGENB; C-IG}
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,/' ‘I‘HE PLANTER sent a messenger {o In-

form Mitchell," .14 rmles distant, who came
and 1dent1£ied thé body as b&mg that of his

| '.ﬁephew,
Blake’s head was ‘badly tarﬂ by gun shot, 3

There was no ‘doubt that it was murder. Thﬁ
Whﬂle cﬂmmumty became greatly exczted |
There was no apparent motivefor the murder-
and ‘n¢ clues.” Then rumors began. Blake

"had been seen. riding along the road in the

s mmpany of Lore. Emdence what there was -
of it, was only clrcumstantlal and was furnish-

‘ed mostly by Negra slazres.

Lore. was something of a mjrstery man

in the Old. Spring Hill community. He had.
" settled on a farm thew and did not talk to

his neighbors about his past life. There were
vumors that he had f@r;ge; lived in a Northern
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